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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 April 23, 2002 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Whitehead, Kasson, Balkema and Kramer.  Absent: 
None. Also in attendance: Anne Ward, Ann & Don Elzinga, Dorothy Struble, Patsy Longfield, Larry R. 
Bolhuis, Lanny Becker, Rick Mau, Mary Phillips, Phyllis Rose, Wally Kipp, Lorence & Nancy Wenke, 
and William Shields. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Whitehead/Balkema to adopt the agenda with one addition: f. Lanny Becker from the Galesburg 
Library. CARRIED  Kasson/Whitehead moved to approve the March 26, 2002 regular meeting minutes 
with one correction.  Under OLD BUSINESS b. the chain link fence height is 6 feet. CARRIED  
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
 
6. No Assessor report 
7. No Zoning Administrator’s report.  Whitehead/Kasson moved to accept the attorney’s 

recommendation to revise the proposed Final Order By Consent for the William Blank property by a 
change in dates for the completion of the exterior, as well as the interior, of the dwelling located at 
12386 East Michigan Avenue.  CARRIED 

8. Chuck reported that there was no quorum for the Joint Fire Board meeting of April 17, 2002.  
Subsequently, there is no fire report to receive. 

 
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
Mary Phillips thanked the Board for getting the junk cars removed from her neighborhood.  Dorothy Struble 
told the Board that she found the latest newsletter interesting and informative. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
a. Fran expressed concerns about the Air Link Lease Agreement, including the rental fee, and possession of 

the site.  Kasson/Balkema moved to table final action on the lease agreement for one month while Jim, 
Linda and Fran work on it.  CARRIED 

b. After a review of the Fee Schedule, Whitehead/Kasson moved to adopt a $250 fee for each of the 3 
required reviews of subdivision applications.  CARRIED  Kramer/Kasson moved to raise the fee for 
all copies to ten cents per page.  CARRIED 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a. After some explanation of the need to repair or replace the motor for the North Well pump,  

Whitehead/Balkema moved to authorize the purchase and installation of a new 20 HP 230/460 volt, 3 
phase, 1800 RPM Vertical Hollowshaft pump motor at the North Well for the sum of $2,165.00.  Roll 
Call Vote: Bell – Y; Balkema – Y; Kasson – Y; Whitehead – Y; and Kramer – Y. CARRIED  Fran 
agreed to check into the warranty on the motor.  

b. After some discussion, Kasson/Balkema moved to table action on the police contract proposal with the 
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City of Galesburg until the May 28, 2002 meeting.  CARRIED 
 
c. Pending concurrence by the Commission, the Board set a date of May 28, 2002 for the annual Kalamazoo 

County Road Commission visit 
d. The Board listened to William Shields, Comstock Charter Township Trustee, who is running for State 

Representative for the 63rd District.  The Board also heard from Lorence Wenke, who is seeking 
nomination for the 63rd District, as well.   CARRIED 

e. The Gull Lake Sewer and Water Authority is looking into extending a 21 inch gravity sewer eastward 
from the 37th Street/M-96 intersection for an approximate distance of 1200 feet, in order to provide 
gravity sewer service for the new plat behind the new high school.  Upon motion by Whitehead and 
support by Balkema, the Board voted to give informal consent to explore feasibility, cost and 
scheduling as long as there is no cost to the township.  CARRIED 

f. Lanny Becker informed the Township Board of concerns that the Library Board has about getting a 
complete financial report from the City of Galesburg.  Chuck Kasson gave Mr. Becker the name of a 
state agency that may be able to help the Library Board find a solution to their problem. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran mentioned that the Ice Cream Bar portion of the Olive Tree Restaurant was now open.  He also reported 
that the City of Galesburg has not yet acted on the Township’s request for a Water Franchise Area expansion. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts $1,738.12, disbursements: $0.00, transfers to savings from general fund: $0.00, General 
fund balance: $95,669.90, Beginning balance was $93,931.78, Received since March Board meeting 
$1,738.12. Kasson/ Balkema moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for April as received.  CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Jim informed the Board that the budget needed to be amended due to an adjustment to Target’s assessment 
that resulted in a reduction in tax revenue.  He also suggested that the Board appoint Brenda Schug to 
replace Gem Cleaning Service in cleaning the township hall.  Kasson/Balkema moved to accept Jim’s 
recommendation to replace Gem Cleaning Service with Brenda Schug.  CARRIED  Jim reported that 
starting in 2003 the State of Michigan would require summer tax collection.  After some explanation of the 
need, Whitehead/Kasson moved to authorize the purchase of a pager for Fran.  CARRIED  Chuck reported 
that the Land Use Workshop attended by Sue Balkema and Joan Orman was very worthwhile, and that the 
Planning Commission discussed the PUD Act at their April 16, 2002 meeting.  Fran informed the Board 
that Thrifty King will open soon.  Wally Kipp, the township liaison from the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s 
Department, made his quarterly report of accident and crime statistics.  The Board discussed the need for a 
policy on providing water to transient users.  
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
 
Whitehead/Kasson moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
 
 MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Whitehead/Balkema moved to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


